
1 
 

 

UNITING AS ONE AGAINST GENDER RELATED KILLING OF WOMEN AND GIRLS 

 

 

THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL SESSION ON WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY 

AGENDA AND CONSULTATION ON FEMICIDE 

REPORT’S EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

 

By Billy BATWARE 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The success of the new 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development will require stronger 

partnerships and greater collaboration between nations and institutions. In the UN System, cross-

agency cooperation will be crucial to promote better coordination and cohesion and enhance 

synergies to ensure efficiency.   

This report highlights the outcome of discussion on the topic of women, peace and security which 

took place at the United Nations HQ in New York from 12-16 October 2015. These events included 

the UN Security Council sessions and consultations between academics, civil society 

organizations, State Representatives and United Nations Organizations.    

The aim of this report is to summarize these activities and give readers a broad insight into an 

extensive process of cooperation efforts among various UN organizations, country 

Representatives, Civil Society and Academia on combating violence against women and girls.   

The content of this report is based on public information obtained from UN platforms, remarks 

made by speakers as provided by them or transcribed from recordings of the meetings as well as 

notes taken during the discussions.   

 

UN SECURITY COUNCIL SESSIONS 

During the High Level Review on the 15th anniversary of the Resolution 13251, the UN Security 

Council held a series of sessions to discuss how to improve the implementation of the Resolution 

                                                           
1 Resolution 1325 on women and peace and security: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/osagi/wps/#resolution 
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on women, peace and security. These discussions resulted into the adoption of Resolution 22422 

on 13 October 2015 which became the eighth resolution on women, peace and security agenda.   

Both the content and the support of Resolution 2242 were striking and unprecedented. The 

Resolution was sponsored by 71 Member States and adopted unanimously. During the sessions, 

133 Representatives of States were registered, making it the most popular UN Security Council 

meeting to date.   

In his opening remarks after the adoption of the resolution, the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-

moon praised Member States for their effort to advance gender equality for women. He said “At a 

time when armed extremist groups place the subordination of women at the top of their agenda, 

we must place women’s leadership and the protection of women’s rights at the top of ours”, he 

said.  “Let us heed the call for action and work together to empower women and girls, protect their 

human rights and advance world peace for everyone”. 

 

CONSULTATION ON TAKING ACTION AGAINST GENDER RELATED KILLING OF 

WOMEN AND GIRLS 

The meeting was attended by Permanent Representatives of Austria, Brazil, Croatia, Kenya, 

Thailand, and Turkey as well as the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence Against 

Women, Ambassador Simonovic, the Chief of Justice Section of UNODC, Ms. Valérie Lebaux 

and the Representative of ACUNS Vienna, Dr. Michael Platzer. More than 60 participants from 

NGOs and academia attended the consultation. The common message from speakers was to do 

more practical work on the ground and to continue supporting the initiatives and increase 

partnerships across the board.  

The main takeaways from the discussion as identified by the Chair of the consultation, Ambassador 

Jan Kickert of Austria, were:  

1) Femicids are reaching alarming proportions and present in every region of the world: 

underline the urgency to act as International Community more decisively – state 

representatives, international organizations and civil society in unison. 

2) Femicides are the ultimate act of violence, experienced in a continuum of violence. 

3) About half of all femicides occur in intimate and family settings. 

4) They are preventable – thus more focus on prevention is necessary, learning from the 

analysis of concrete cases. 

5) Fight impunity – impunity due to prevailing gender inequality. 

                                                           
2 Resolution 2242 on improving the implementation of the landmark text on women, peace and security Agenda: 
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc12076.doc.htm  
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6) Thus there is need for societal change, to create awareness, where the role of men is crucial

(perpetrators also mostly men); femicide is not a women’s issue but an issue of society as

a whole.

7) Concrete follow-up in short run: pass draft resolution in 3rd committee by consensus,

ideally anchoring a follow-up role for the Special Rapporteur on violence against women.

8) Normative and policy framework are not enough, crux – like always – in implementation,

changing things on the ground to the better. That necessitates a continued joint push in a

cross-regional and inclusive effort.

CIVIL SOCIETY MEETING ON TAKING ACTION AGAINST FEMICIDE 

Prior to the Consultation with Member States, a civil society meeting took place on January 15th. 

The meeting was attended by Representatives of nine organizations including ACUNS, UNWG, 

UNODC, COST, Cherry Sisters Memorial Fund, UPF, IJJO, Academy of Criminal Justice 

Sciences and UCT. The main outcome of the meeting was that Academic, NGOs and the UN 

(UNODC in particular) must work together as partners, not marginalize each other.  

The focus was on the need to share evidence-based high quality data (achieved through capacity 

building on a national level) which requires greater collaboration between stakeholders. Among 

participants were academics already doing research in the field. One of the ways suggested to 

increase cooperation is holding joint workshops to get people to better understand the concept of 

femicide.   

Regarding the role of the UNODC, it continues to work closely with UNWOMEN on this issue. 

The next mandate for the organization is to conduct an analytical global study on this matter. 

Because UNODC is lacking funds to conduct the study, it will keenly rely on the support of the 

academic community for contribution. Based on previous experience in conducting such studies, 

UNODC is confident that the next mandate will be successful.  

Further points raised included the involvement of faith-based organizations as allies of the fight 

against femicide; take advantage of international days to publicize the issue (ACUNS for example 

organizes a symposium on November 25th); and to map all NGOs working on this issue and 

coordinate their efforts to ensure greater effect. The involvement of the younger generation, 

especially young scholars, was mentioned as another way of ensuring the sustainability of the 

initiatives on femicide. 

Moving forward, some of the proposals made include a possible conference on faith leaders on 

femicide. A conference on femecide which is organized by the European Parliament was 

mentioned as another event to follow closely. 
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CONCLUSION 

The Security Council sessions and subsequent consultation were both productive and successful. 

Resolution 2242 was passed which gives hope that the implementation of women, peace and 

security agenda will be strengthened.  

Bringing six important Member States, UNODC, the civil society and academics who   share the 

view for more practical work to eliminate gender-related killing of women and girls together was 

essential in sharing knowledge and expertise and creating partnership for action, uniting all efforts 

to promote women’s rights and empower women and girls everywhere. These events demonstrated 

the willingness from participating stakeholders to create instruments to make progress and improve 

the situation for women and girls.  

It is now to be seen whether those instruments will bear concrete actions to make a difference on 

the ground for many women and girls who, in some cases, are still treated as second class citizens, 

and in other cases their dignity and rights are denied through structural and cultural systems. The 

contribution of the academic community in gathering and providing reliable data will be a much 

needed support in order for UNODC and Member States to make sound decisions based on real 

scientific evidence.   

The civil society will be required to continue their important work on the ground to raise awareness 

and give a voice to the many voiceless affected women and girls around the world.  Encouragingly, 

there are already good practices from countries who participated in this consultation: Thailand’s 

gender equality act and domestic violence, Brazil’s houses for women which is providing a safe 

places for abused women, Croatia’s women President, Foreign Minister and Head of the Supreme 

Court, Kenya’s education programs that led to the reduction of FGM, and Turkey’s commitment 

to improve the rights of women are examples of progress being made. UNODC’s support in 

training relevant state institutions and conducting studies will strengthen countries capacity to 

deliver.      

Answering to a question about why he has 50% of women in his cabinet, the newly elected Prime 

Minister of Canada, Mr. Justin Trudeau gave the simplest and obvious answer: “It is 2015.” 


